Giant, accordioned sperm acrosomes of the greater bulldog bat, Noctilio leporinus.
Sperm of the greater bulldog bat Noctilio leporinus display an architecture that is totally unique among mammalian spermatozoa. The sperm head of Noctilio is extraordinarily large and flat and lies eccentrically with respect to the sperm tail. The major portion of the atypically large acrosome lies anterior to the nucleus and is shaped into a dozen accordionlike folds that run parallel to the long axis of the sperm. The ridge of each fold is shaped into approximately 60 minute, evenly spaced rises that extend along the entire length of the fold. We speculate that acrosome ridges may serve to strengthen the sperm head during transport.